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Edward “Eddie” Burns joined HealthImpact, California’s Nursing Workforce and Policy Center, in May 2021. The Director of
the Benner Institute for Teaching & Learning directly supports the upskilling and reskilling of the nursing workforce by elevating
cultural humility, fostering a trauma-informed responsive practice, and deepening understanding of how social determinants of
health and education impact California’s healthcare and well-being. Eddie is also an Assistant Professor and Student Success
Coach for Western University of Health Science’s College of Graduate Nursing Master’s Entry pre-licensure nursing program in
East Los Angeles County.

Eddie's two decades in healthcare span clinical practice across the spectrum of adult critical and acute care, leadership roles,
quality outcome improvement initiatives, and health care workforce professional development and education. He started his
career as a new-graduate registered nurse in critical care at a community hospital in San Diego, California. Eddie served in
various leadership roles at Stanford Health Care, including Manager of Nursing Education, Nursing Professional Development
Specialist, New Graduate Nurse Residency Manager, and numerous bedside nursing roles. Eddie is also the co-chair of the
California Statewide Advanced Practice Registered Nurse Coalition.

Eddie earned his Master of Science in Nursing from Grand Canyon University (2014) with a specialization in nursing education
and curriculum development, and his Bachelor of Science in Nursing, with a minor in Psychology, from The University of Akron
(Ohio, 2008). He is an advanced practice registered nurse and a post-master's certificate graduate from California State
University, Dominguez Hills, as an Adult-Gerontology Clinical Nurse Specialist (2022), and is licensed by the California Board
of Registered Nursing. Eddie is ANCC board-certified as a Nursing Professional Development Specialist, an AACN Progressive
Care Certified Nurse alumnus, and a Caritas Coach of the Watson Caring Science Institute. He has presented throughout the
United States and internationally on topics including teaching and learning, professional development, transition-to-practice
programs, workforce strategy, and trauma-informed responsive nursing. In 2023, Eddie started a PhD program in Performance
Psychology at Grand Canyon University, conducting research to deepen understanding of how psychological safety affects the
learning process.



