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Loretta (Lori) Melby RN, MSN, has over 30 years of healthcare experience. Ms. Melby has 
twenty-three (23) years as a Registered Nurse with seventeen (17) of those years served in 
nurse management and leadership roles with an emphasis in consultation and strategic 
planning for growth. Additionally, she has sixteen (16) years in nursing academia helping to 
develop and promote over 2,500 students to become the next generation of nurses and 
healthcare professionals. During this same time, she stayed recent in
bedside nursing that included experiences in inpatient, outpatient, ambulatory, and procedural 
settings. She joined the California Board of Registered Nursing (BRN or Board) in 2014 as a 
Nursing Education Consultant also known as a NEC. In this role she upheld the mission of 
consumer protection through compliance with nursing education laws and regulations while 
providing consultative services to the Board and its committees and local, state, and national 
entities. She was appointed to serve as the Acting Executive Officer (EO) in February 2020 
and then the EO in June of the same year. In this role she was essential to the Board, Board 
staff and the Department of Consumer Affairs when navigating through the COVID-19 
pandemic State of Emergency. She has also been successful in designing and implementing 
continuous quality improvements efforts to better serve internal and external stakeholders and 
carrying out the Board’s mission of consumer protection. Ms. Melby is a highly accomplished 
nursing leader with vast experience in service excellence, staff recruitment and retention, 
education, clinical operations, and statutory/regulatory affairs. She received honors and 
awards throughout her career and presented on topics, including but not limited to, Teen 
Pregnancy, Sexual Assault, and Nursing Regulations.


