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Dr. Lynette V. Apen is the Associate Dean of Nursing Academic Affairs and Faculty
Development at the University of San Francisco, where she provides oversight for
BSN, MSN, and DNP programs across multiple campus locations. With 29 years of

nursing experience and more than two decades in higher education leadership, she
brings deep expertise in program administration, faculty development, and learner-

centered academic innovation. Her clinical background is in
hematology/oncology/BMT nursing, caring for both pediatric and adult populations.

Dr. Apen earned her BSN from Augusta University, her MSN from University of
California, San Francisco, and her DNP from San José State University. Her academic

career includes 18 years in the California community college system as a tenured
faculty member and later Division Dean of Nursing at Evergreen Valley College. She
also previously served as a director in the Office of Research and Health Equity at

Stanford Health Care, experiences that further shaped her commitment to inclusive
excellence and health equity in education and practice.

Nationally, Dr. Apen is completing her final year as President of the Organization for
Associate Degree Nursing (OADN), where she has advanced advocacy efforts
supporting nursing education and academic progression. Her scholarship and

leadership interests include holistic admissions, academic progression pathways,
exploring joy in work, and addressing nursing workforce shortages. Dr. Apen is

recognized for her collaborative leadership style and dedication to strengthening
nursing education to meet the evolving needs of students, faculty, and the

communities they serve.


