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	Paulina Van, PhD, RN, CNE, FADLN, FAAN, is Professor Emeritus at Samuel Merritt University and a distinguished nursing leader whose career spans more than five decades in nursing practice, executive leadership, research, and higher education. Before entering academia, she served for more than twenty years in executive leadership roles across acute care, home care, and public health settings.
	Her association with Samuel Merritt University spans more than four decades, including over twenty years of full-time service in the College of Nursing. During her tenure, she served as Professor, Chair, RN-to-BSN Program, President, Faculty Organization, Chair, Rank and Promotion Committee, and a member of the Institutional Review Board for more than a decade.
	Dr. Van is a nurse scientist whose program of research on healing after pregnancy loss has informed practice nationally and internationally. She has served as principal investigator for HRSA Nursing Workforce Diversity grants that expanded from an initial award of more than $2 million to over $4 million through sustained program excellence and demonstrated outcomes.
	Her contributions to nursing education, leadership, and service have been recognized through numerous honors, including two United States Congressional Recognition Awards, the Health Impact Award for Service at Samuel Merritt University, induction into the Inaugural Leadership Hall of Fame of Sigma Theta Tau International, the Sigma Excellence in Nursing Leadership Award for Education, Fellowship in the American Academy of Nursing, and an inaugural Luminary Fellow of the Academy of Diversity Leaders in Nursing.
	Dr. Van continues to contribute to the advancement of nursing, healthcare, and caring science through leadership and advisory roles. She serves as Board Director and Secretary for Hospice East Bay and provides strategic counsel through advisory appointments with the Watson Caring Science Institute Board, the Chapters Health West Region Advisory Council, and the Samuel Merritt University Advisory Council. She also serves on the Philanthropy Subcommittee of the Board of the Association of California Nurse Leaders.
	She is the author of Regala Healing®: A Collection of Healing Poems (Second Edition). She hosts The Poetry of Healing podcast, now in its fifth season on BlackDoctor, Inc. where she is the only nurse with a platform on the network.

